Industry News

Earthing of Old Houses

Contractors who undertake the rewiring of old houses
should pay particular attention to the provision of a main
earth and should not assume that the existing 'earth’ still
provides a good earth connection. This is because in
former times, the earthing of many urban dwelling was
provided by connection to the water mains which were
generally made of lead, copper or cast iron. The vast
majority of these water mains are now of plastic non-
conducting substance and therefore cannot be treated as
an earth electrode. The only safe option remains to treat
old houses as if they were new installations, drive a
proper earth bar and ensure that these is a good earth
connection available. It goes without saying that it is of
the utmost importance to ensure that the neutralising link
to the incoming ESB neutral is connected by the
contractor.

Non Compliant Cables

A number of contractors have recently informed our
Inspectors that they have been offered cables which would
not appear to comply with current wiring rules. Electric
cables must comply with EU low voltage directive
73/23/EEC as amended by 93/68/EEC and
transposed in to Irish Law by S1428 of 1992
and SI307 of 1994. This states inter alia
that cables, or their packaging,
must have CE marking to
indicate that they comply.
The main problem
with the cable
recently

found on the market refers to 16sq twin and earth. The
requirement for the earth conductor in such cables is that
the earth conductor be the next standard size above 50%
of the current carrying conductors. 16sq twin and earth
therefore requires a 10sq mm earth conductor but cable
clearly marked 16 x 2 + 6 has recently appeared on the
Irish market. This does not comply with current
regulations and while a contractor may be able to offer
the defence of having bought the cable from a reputable
wholesaler and not having realised that the earth
conductor is not of sufficient size, that defence will hardly
be available when 16 x 2 + 6 is clearly stamped on it.
Contractors should be particularly vigilant to ensure that
all cables which they use is marked as being approved by
NSAI, BASEC or other HAR member to conform to 1S201 or
IS 202. Otherwise they run the risk of being exposed to
negligence claims and/ or the cost and time of rewiring
the installation with approved cable. Vigilance
by all contractors will ensure that
substandard or unapproved
cables will not find a place
in the Irish market.
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ECSSA has now celebrated the 8th Anniversary of its founding and its membership currently stands at
2,300. Much of this growth has been brought about by the big influx of new contractors into the
industry, but obviously the hard work of ECSSA, and in particular the introduction of its new insurance
scheme, has attracted a lot of additional contractors into the fold.

Amendments
to the National Rules
for Electrical Installations

Unfortunately, an influx of new entrants to any trade creates its own problems and | would appeal to l

The recently published Chapter 52 Protection of cables younger members of the trade not to 'pull down' prices in an effort to get more work. Contractors in |
second Amendment to the in solid or cavity the housing sector have suffered particularly over the past number of years. Within the past decade
National Rules for Electrical walls alone, prices of houses have increased out of all proportion but the cost of the electrical installation in
Installations (ET101: 2004) is now houses has, in many cases, remained the same as it was 10 years ago. New entrants to the trade are
available from ECSSA at a cost €7.76. Chapter 53 A new section on often blind to the many hidden overheads which are encountered by self employed people. Many of
However, until a new edition of the main book isolation which the costs and benefits which you took for granted while you were employed by somebody else, '
on Wiring Rules is printed, the Amendment comes includes much of suddenly become costs which have to be absorbed by the profits of the business. It is quite important
free with all copies of the main book purchased after what was formerly therefore, when tendering for jobs, to ensure that a margin is included to cover all these overheads. r
June 1st. The reprint is expected towards the end of the contained in There are a variety of courses being run by various organisations on job costing and indeed we propose
year. Section 466. to make such courses available later this year. '
The Amendment of the Wiring Rules covers changes in building Chapter 55 Various detailed In the meantime, contractors should realise that they would be far better off, financially, doing less work
regulatlons. anq practices and provides for harmonisation with changes including for more profit than merely trying to win every job they tender for and ending up in a situation where
CENELEC directives. socket outlets and the builders or the developers are the people who are laughing all the way to the bank. Virtually every l
The main changes are as follows: extraction fans. other trade in the building industry, be they plasterers, blocklayers, or carpenters, have benefited
enormously from the Celtic Tiger. This is how it should be and long may it continue for them. However, !
Chapter 443  Protection against over-voltage. Chapter 61 Additional test very few electrical contractors have benefited financially to the same extent from the vast amount of
1 This section deals with over-voltages in procedures. work which is available in this country at the moment.
installations which result from internal !

| switching or lightening.

Chapter 701 Locations containing Unfortunately, they have few people to blame other than themselves and, even more unfortunately, this

bath or shower will continue to be the case until those involved in the electrical industry realises that if they were to
Chapter 46 Isolation and Switching basins place a higher premium on their work, they would be able to achieve a far better living.
This is a major revision of the existing Section /
466 and involves a complete new section. Annex 43.A Obviously it is illegal nowadays to suggest or attempt price fixing but there is no rule against making p”
Clause 2 Electric Cookers a suggestion that contractors, and in particular, new entrants to the trade, should take a long hard look "
Chapter 51 The new European Cable Colour code

tape or sleeving.

9.00am to 1.0o0pm & 2.00pm to 5.00pm

including the rules on marking of cables with

at the prices they are working for, and look for substantial increases. There may be resistance at ﬁrst
but, if there is solidarity within the trade, the increases will have to be granted. .
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" John O'Zoughlin
Chairman of ECSSA
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